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Cbe  Society  for  tbe  Relief 

of  the 

Destitute  Blind 

of  the 

City  of  New  York  and  Its  Vicinity 
NINETY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


HOME:  2641  GRAND  CONCOURSE 
AT  EAST  193rd  STREET 
BRONX,  N.  Y.  10468 

FOUNDED  BY  THE  REV.  EASTBURN  BENJAMIN 


Incorporated  May  1 9,  1 869 


OBJECT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  (quoted  from  Certificate  of 
Incorporation,  filed  May  19th,  1869;  amended  December  6th, 
1950)  : “That  the  business  and  object  for  which  said  Society 
is  to  be  formed,  are  to  afford  relief  to  the  Destitute  Blind 
by  providing  a home  for  them  and  as  far  as  it  can,  procur- 
ing work  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  . . 

For  96  years  the  Society  has  been  immeasurably  aided 
through  bequests  in  its  work  of  helping  the  needy  and 
friendless  blind.  No  bequest  or  gift  is  too  small. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  “THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY” 

the  sum  of Dollars 

for  use  of  said  Society. 


^orewot'ci 

Ever  since  1868,  when  it  was  organized,  our  Society  has 
been  fortunate  in  enlisting  the  friendship  and  loyal  support 
of  generations  of  public-spirited  men  and  women. 

In  its  earliest  years,  the  Society’s  Home  for  needy  blind 
people  received  gifts  of  money,  clothing,  and  provisions, 
along  with  a sprinkling  of  bequests  as  time  passed.  The 
Home  now  derives  its  financial  support  from  voluntary  gifts 
and  income  from  invested  bequests. 

In  addition,  however,  there  are  many  volunteer  services 
rendered  the  Home  by  individuals,  groups,  and  other  organi- 
zations. 

To  everyone  who  is  now  contributing,  in  whatever  way 
and  however  modestly,  this  96th  Annual  Report  is  addressed. 
With  it  comes  the  warm  thanks  of  all  our  officers  and  trustees 
for  our  friends’  generous  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  family 
of  blind  people. 


Henry  P.arisii  2nd 
President 


rsCi^^e  at  Our  04ome  ^y^jter  96 


ears 


The  activities  that  today  fill  the  lives  of  the  residents  in 
our  Home  for  blind  people  are  adapted  as  nearly  as  possible 
to  meet  individual  needs  and  preferences  and  to  allow  per- 
sonal freedom.  Such  individual  attention  is  inevitable,  of 
course,  in  safeguarding  the  health  of  the  residents,  whose 
requirements  are  not  uniform;  but  this  personalization  of 
the  Home’s  services  is  evident  also  in  the  choice  of  occupa- 
tional therapy  activities,  social  and  recreational  life,  and  in 
religious  observance.  It  is  the  Society’s  goal  to  make  the 
Home  as  nearly  like  a private  home  as  is  practicable  without 
relaxing  such  minimum  restrictions  as  are  necessary  for  the 
protection  and  welfare  of  our  family  of  blind  men  and 
women. 


During  the  course  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  September  30, 
1964  we  provided  a home  for  seventy-nine  blind  people. 
During  that  period  we  welcomed  seven  new  residents. 

Photographs  taken  at  the  Home,  shown  on  the  pages  that 
follow,  and  the  brief  descriptions  which  accompany  them, 
illustrate  the  services  available  and  the  main  activities  in 
which  our  family  of  blind  people  engage. 
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C^omj ortciLfe  (^uarterd  u/itL  f^rivuc:j 
€xce(fent  7l%Js  for  J4eaf'th  Protects 


Each  resident  has  his  own  single  or  double  bedroom, 
equipped  with  radio.  There  are  no  dormitories  in  the  Home. 
The  bedrooms  are  always  well  heated  in  cold  weather  and, 
since  all  are  outside  rooms,  are  well  ventilated  in  summer. 

The  Society  prides  itself  upon  the  meals  served  the  resi- 
dents, which,  we  believe,  compare  favorably  with  those 
served  in  the  average  private  home.  They  are  well  balanced, 
with  the  better  cuts  of  meat,  fresh  or  frozen  vegetables, 
fresh  or  canned  fruit,  and  appetizing  desserts.  The  food  is 
prepared  by  an  experienced  chef  and  is  attractively  served — 
all  in  the  interest  of  protecting  our  blind  people’s  health  and 
adding  to  their  contentment. 
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j^revenlive  .^J^eaftli  C^are 
nUicJ  and  fUincj  Cure  In  Wino.  Mn 

Outside  Odosisitalization  and  ^ueejica  fCa. 


ess 


The  health-care  program  at  the  Home  falls  into  the  three 
categories  listed  above. 

The  residents  receive  regular  physical  check-ups,  in  an 
effort  to  safeguard  their  physical  well-being. 

Minor  illnesses  which  do  not  require  outside  hospitaliza- 
tion are  treated  by  the  consulting  physician  in  the  Home’s 
well-appointed  infirmary.  The  nursing  staff  includes  three 
Registered  Nurses. 

Outside  hospitalization  and  surgical  care  are  paid  for  by 
the  Society  when  prescribed  by  the  attending  physician. 


Occupationcif  ’iJliercipij 

KJcL  WorJe 

throucjli 

rJLitjll  ^J~lanchcrcil^ti 


Chair  Recaning  - - - - 

- - Mattress  Renovating 

Basket  Weaving  - - - - 

- - - - - - Knitting 

Crocheting  ------ 

- - - - - Needle  Work 

Leather  Work  - - - - 

- - - - - Rug  Making 

Tile-Work  Objects  - - - 


In  addition  to  the  value  of  the  Home’s  occupational 
therapy  schedule  in  promoting  morale  and  interested  living 
among  our  blind  residents,  it  provides  social  contacts  on  the 
occasion  of  the  periodic  sales  of  their  handiwork.  Tea  and 
coffee  are  always  served  at  the  sales. 
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^lie  Social  and  l^ecreatlona  fJif. 

of  Ou,.  £LJ  nL  anJ  Wo,„.n 

Cd overs  a donsidera  LL  l^angc  of  JicU  vitii 


The  Society  is  indebted  to  outside  friends,  both  indi- 
viduals and  groups,  for  a number  of  entertainments  at  the 
Home  during  the  year. 


Here  are  some  of  the 
other  recreational  activi- 
ties enjoyed  by  our  resi- 
dents : 

Radio  programs 
Entertainment  of 
friends  in  an  attractive 
living  room 

Summer  camp  vacations 
for  all  who  wish  them 
Outdoor  exercise  in  the 
Home’s  spacious  garden 
Playing  piano,  organ, 
and  other  musical  instru- 
ments 

Impromptu  gatherings 
“Talking-book”  record- 
ings 

Periodical  and  other 
reading  matter  in  Braille 
Frequent  special  treats 
of  refreshments,  furnished 
by  friends  of  the  Home 
Birthday  and  holiday  re- 
membrances from  outside 
friends 

Entertainment  in  pri- 
vate homes 


“3n  5Lf  All, I SUl  m S..  JuA " 

(Psalms  36:9) 

As  our  Home  is  nonsectarian  and  as  our  residents  include 
members  of  various  faiths,  facilities  are  available  to  each  for 
worship  in  his  own  religion. 


In  addition  to  a simple 
service  once  a week  in  the 
Home’s  chapel,  other  pro- 
visions for  religious  ob- 
servance include: 

Worship  in  neighboring 
churches  and  synagogues 

Transportation  to  out- 
side services,  furnished  by 
volunteers 

Religious  rites  of  vari- 
ous faiths  observed  at  the 
Home  for  residents  unable 
to  attend  outside  services 

Careful  records  of  fu- 
neral and  burial  prefer- 
ences of  residents,  and 
strict  adherence  to  them  at 
death 

Burial  in  the  Society’s 
private  plot  in  a suburban 
cemetery  in  event  no  other 
preference  has  been  ex- 
pressed 

Payment  of  funeral  ex- 
penses by  Society  unless 
otherwise  provided  for 


Lessons  in  Braille  for  all  who  wish  them. 

Ophthalmological,  psychiatric,  dental,  and  podiatric  ser- 
vices as  needed,  in  addition  to  regular  health  program. 

Regular  visits  by  barber  and  beautician. 

Participation  in  social  activities  at  an  outside  agency 
working  with  blind  people. 

Services  of  regularly  employed  seamstress  in  keeping 
clothing  of  residents  in  good  repair  and  in  making  necessary 
alterations. 
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OFFICERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1963-64 


President 

Henrv  Parish,  2nd 


Philip  M.  Bri-tt,  Jr. 

Treasurer 
John  Brooks 

O'Donnell  Iselin 


Charles  S.  McVeigh, 
\\'lNTHR()P  S.  ICmMET 


Charles  S.  McA’eigh, 
John  C.  Orr,  2nd 


1 'iee-PresidenIs 

Assistant  Treasurer 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

Finance  Committee 

John  Brooks 
A.  Gieford  Agnew 
The  President,  Ex  Officio 

Auditing  Committee 
Jr. 

The  President,  Ex  Officio 

Lazo  Committee 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

Perry  D.  Tr afford,  Jr. 

The  President,  Ex  Officio 

Executive  Committee 

John  Brooks,  Chairman 

Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 

WiNTHROP  S.  Emmet 
The  President,  Ex  Officio 


Charles  S.  Mc\’eigh,  Jr. 
Secretary 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 
Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 
Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 

Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 
A.  Gifford  Agnew 


Attorneys 

Gifford,  Woody,  Carter  and  Hays 
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Trustees 


A.  Gifford  Agnew 122  E.  42nd  St,, 

Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr 40  Wall  St., 

John  Brooks Ill  Park  Ave., 

George  Crawford ..7  East  42nd  St., 

WiNTHROP  S.  Emmet ...215  E.  73rd  St., 

O'Donnell  Iselin 40  Wall  St., 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 60  Wall  St., 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 277  Park  Ave., 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 42  Wall  St., 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 25  Broadway, 

Perry  D.  Trafford,  Jr 74  Trinity  Place, 


N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 

N. 

Y. 

City 
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PAST  OFFICERS 


Presidents 

Rkv.  Eastbukn  Benjamin 1868-1874 

Rev.  J.  J.  Roberts 1874-1884 

Charles  H.  Lelanu 1884-1890 

Edwin  S.  Coles 1890-1896 

Hon.  Henry  E.  Howland 1896-1913 

William  Foulke 1913-1920 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1920-1944 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1945-1950 

George  Crawford 1950-1953 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1953- 

V ice-P  residents 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  McVickar 1871-1873 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  B.  Wy.a.tt 1871-1872 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  E.  Swope 1872-1873 

D.  Lydig  Suydam 1873-1878 

G.  W.  T.  Lord 1873-1874 

1878-1881 

N.  P.  Hosack 1874-1878 

Townsend  Co.x 1878-1883 

F.  H.  Weeks 1881-1886 

B.  F.  CoRLiES 1883-1886 

W.  W.  Culver 1886-1892 

E.  S.  Coles 1889-1891 

J.  McCarter ..  1891-1893 

H.  Manuei ^ 1892-1894 

Hon.  H.  E.  Howland 1893-1896 

Lyman  Rhoades 1894-1907 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  F.  Roe ..  1896-1913 

Archibald  D.  Russell 1907-1913 

Frederic  deP.  Foster 1903-1929 

Howland  Pell 1913-1928 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1929-1944 

Edmund  P.  Rogers 1928-1948 

Lucius  Wilmerding 1945-1949 

O’Donnell  Isei.in 1948-1950 

1956-1959 

Walter  N.  Stillman 1949-1956 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1950-1953 

Charles  S.  AIcVeigh,  Jr 195,1- 

Lawrason  Riggs 1959-1963 


12 


Secretaries 


Edwin  S.  Coles 1871-1891 

James  McCartek 1891-1893 

Henry  J.  Cammann 1893-1903 

C.  A.  SciIERMERHORN 1903-1914 

Charles  C.  Bull 1914-1924 

Lawrason  Riogs 1924-1950 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1950-1953 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 1953- 

T rcasurers 

Horace  Manuel 1871-1896 

Henry  C.  Swords 1896-1914 

Lewis  Spencer  AIorris 1914-1917 

1919- 1920 

Frederic  F.  de  Rham 1917-1919 

1920- 1931 
1935-1938 

H.  Pendleton  Rogers _ 1931-1935 

John  Brooks 1938- 

Assislant  Treasurer 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 1955- 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
Fiscal  Year  October  1,  1963-September  30,  1964 


Inco.mk  Fkom  Au,  Sourcks  ; 

Investments 

Remittances  from  Trusts  Not  Administered  by  Society 

Contributions 

Occupational  Tlierapy  (Sales  and  Repair  Work) 

Oi’ER.\Tix(;  Expenses  : 

Home  Management,  Housekeeping.  Operation  of  Building.  .. 

Provisions,  Including  Preparation  and  Service 

Fuel,  Gas,  Electricity 

House  Supplies 

Physician  and  Nurses 

Medical  Supplies  and  Outside  Hospital  Service 

Occupational  Therapy 

Building  Maintenance  and  Service 

Improvements  to  Building 

Fiduciary,  Legal,  and  Auditing  Fees 

Pensions  and  Payments  to  Co-operating  Agencies 

Insurance .- 

Social  Security 

Hospitalization  Insurance 

Office  and  House  Furniture 

Public  Relations  and  Fund  Raising 

\^arious 


Excess  of  Operating  Expenses  over  Income, 
Depreciation 

Total  Over-all  Deficit 


$231,012.76 

45,514.37 

47,858.09 

2,001.53 

$326,386.75 

$ 69,752.23 
56,546.53 
12,897.07 
7,612.69 
41,291.02 
9,868.32 
14,090.42 
54.835.14 
43,148.96 
5,955.58 
7,999.43 
7,021.10 

5.765.82 

3.594.82 
1,908.60 

16,327.83 
7,208.89 
$365,824.45 
$ 39,437.70 
19.225.32 
$ 58.663.02 
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Attending  Physician 
Herbert  B.  Wilcox,  Jr.,  M.D. 

The  Attending-  Physician  is  on  the  staff  of  Coluinlha 
I I esb\  tei  ian  IMedical  Center  and  \\'hene\'er  necessary  calls 
upon  specialists  from  the  Medical  Center  staff  for  con- 
sultation. 


<XX) 


Visitor 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Hor.\ce  W.  R.  Donegax,  D.D.,  S.T.D. 
The  Bishop  of  New  York 

Chaplains 

Rev.  Harry  R.  Colemax 
Rev.  Lawrence  B.  Larsen 
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Have  you  thought  of  remembering  our  Society  in  your  will? 


Form  of  Bequest 


1 hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  “THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY” 

th  e sum  of Dollars 

for  use  of  said  Society. 
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VISITORS  TO  THE  HOME 


ARE  ALWAYS  WELCOME 


